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With this requeſt he, for a tins, 'hefirated to 
comply; becauſe, while there was the molt diſtant 


proſpect of any means being uſed for bringing a- 
bout a reconciliation, he was uuwilling to do any 


thing that tended to prevent an event ſo deſireable. 
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unt and Have been the ſubject of much Speak 
tion in dhe country. It will now ſpeak for itſelf. 

fever Our Burgher Brethren: come to ſee = 

__ oWtycondfit in the Tight in which it is here tr re- 5 
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of God: nor with Oui receive i ey obs that 
every Per ſdn, Wear lig chat Oath, auc yet 
im the hond for — e sie C0 nt, 
beh6ved tobe iet in the heigbus fin of Per 
jury. But iſome had very different views, matt: 
raivitg Avetuoully;) Thnt 15 chlife'was —— 
I conſiſtent, both Wittf the Word of | 
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oughit in; yet ther aii was debäted 


gh ang Fre A. han. epteinber; yn, 


ſederunts f meeting ir November Tg year 48 
#lfo; ' duritig' for — Jrvicy of the meet — 
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ee che Judicial; PHV, dart with 
the Achον gement of Jims This dhe!Byriodde- 
nied und tte affir mel But, in tlie progreſ Not 
rhe debate, various other things were ihtroduegd ) 
as matters of Dỹwo ven. Thus it av dapiied, 
Whether abe act of Synod, condemning a> prefeno = 
ſwearingof the Burgeſt· Oath by Scceders,—fh⁰,H = 
be a Term of Communiom or mot? Wich regard | 
| to thig queſtion, in the me , it 13-40 He 
fer ved, That, the Member of Sy nod, he cond 
currec in hat Ac, never contended” for ats being f 
judicially dedaged's Terwof Communion! Ther 
coutendings, in that matter; Were M Et! 
putting any-queltion'aboyrilt 2nd they confüder- 
ed themſelves as having loſt al ip, Mlten the ſo 
far admitted that queſtin, us to vorefopawdelay,; 
in oppolitiun zora preſent putting of it. Thea 
1elf had clearly determined how far a-compliatice 
with it was to bea Term of Conmmuman ; ud they 
always wanted to adhere to the reſolut im ehrt 
in the cloſe of ie act, of ſiſting all further po 
cedure about; the matter : Vea, they always ex- 
preſſed a readineſs to txerciſe a pratticakforbear- 
ance with; their:BrethFfen,* fo as not o breakup 
_ communion? with them or yet to inſiſt far their 
being dealt with as offenders, on acchunt f their: 
having. difterent views from themſelues, in relatiam 
the Burgher party would be ſatisſtec with oy 
but a, judicial declaration; Aha the forsfaid t 
ſhould he no; Term of Communion hö % 
other ſide wiſhed for n m than that theres 
ſhould be no judicial derition of ſueh a ꝗue HOH I 
came: likewiſe to be matter of diſpute, Werker 
the making en, be a Termof Comm. 
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E/tablified/Church, as conſtituted oni the 
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corrupt; party in that Church? [Whether the 
acts contained, in the -Judiciat) Act and 
ſumonz, are, any part of that . 
not? 12 85 hether-the account there glue ot 
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| 1 oem ting, of fleſh, as any! man 

- would-fulferby hair his burgeſsſhip i in Perth 
or Edinburgh. .. Betides, experience teaches, that 
ſuch a conſequence Was imaginary: Antihurghers, 
at chis day, enjoy all che privileges of burgeſsſhip 
in thele bunghs, as tneely, as Byrghers.dog without 
being, 4th ot to take the Oath. Might not ſuch 
F 5 thing, at {a have been tried, rather than en- 
| 9 95 Hh ol weak brethren, and the peace 

lags hy Juch an offenſive. oath Ar 

hk may likewie the-faid;; That there is a great 
abe e ablizining from an indifterenc 8 
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64550 avoicdboffenge, if we hag found: it pratticablery 


eule. would: mot hauebur Curiſtian liberty ſu für 


” « infrev „ago he bound todo: this by At 


0 Synode Hut there is like wiſdia great diffe- 
rence betuleebb the Sy noche eg ant 
_ different 28 hedeſſaryi and their prohibitiug 
indifferent as ĩdexgedient. The. . 
lem paſſed an act, forbidding the Gentile converts 


to eat thmgs lacrifcedl to -udots; and things/ftrangs' | 
led, and blobd: Yerall 0 theſe were thüngs in them. 


ſelves iodifferent; and Were forbidderimerelytbe.. 
cauſe: oſſenſide. And, yet, Lam widely miſtaken 
if ſame 
_ only go their burgeſs ſnip but even ti forfeit 
beit life, nather than ante this act of Synod; 
n that the Aſſaciate Synod had 


been asmuchſatis fied, that the takingof the Burgeſs. 


Oath was thing intlifferent, ds any of its Mem- 
bers were; they might huave prohibited the taking 


of itheon the — irs being offenſrau tue 


juſthy as the ve — were 
bited by che. Synod at- Jeruſalem: And 1 
would. have been binding on the 8 80 
every-perſan under their inſpection. Abh. 


Though the act of Synod; conterhin gen 


cefs. Oath; had been 4s raſh" and firfar as 5 an 
our Brethreu were plenſech to eulf fr, Yet whe 


manner of contending againſt it was'altbg — 8 . 


regular and unpreſby terial. If it pete wrong 
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"uy 
Rally 


| auting their oppolitioh 4 * was, By iofifthjig for - 


of Synod about the reaſons &firbeir pro- 
"tel atid the, allles prepared by the Commitcec: 


After obtaining ſuch judgment r have 
jolilted: "ay the. ee reverts 7 de 


it Mane power: to bare ekonbred: their: copſci- | 
ws by ung ſuch teſlimonyi in behalf vf their 
law dig Burgeſs4Oath, AS: they thould have found 
neceſſary... But every: deviation from dis line of 
e was Palpably.irregular,” aud amis of 
terial Ander * bo! 
Franted, Thir; ifit had! been pode N 
by a tree: andfrjendlycouverſation, to have 
e to nuanimity, without doing ariythirig further 
Judiciany, ir the affair; — had bern very pro- 
per never to huve read either the reaſons:of Pro. 
teſt or their anſw ers : But, in that caſeg the pro- 
reſt behoved to have been dropt. And, when it 
was evident that the affair” 8000 -not.be termina- 
ted in this way, en they ſtill adhered to their 
proteſt, and their Brethren, or rather the Synod: ad. 
hered to their oun act; ſo that ſomething behoved to 
be done about it judicially it was quite diſorder- 
ly for the Synod to do any thing elſe, till thelreu- 
_ ſons and anſwers were deliber ately conſidered and 
judged af. It was ſtill more diſorderly, and-alto 
ether without a precedent, for the Proteſters 
emſelves to inſiſt with the Synod to do uny thin 
elle. In all other Caſęs, proteſters uſe to ink 
1 the hearing of the reaſons of their proteſt; and 
hen they are heard, the anſwers de tllem muſt 
fe heard of courſe: Yea, our Brethren themſelves 
inliſted 
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Gab Wend e juſt and equitab 
ſore, every ſpecies of oppolition 10 5 1 115 
be unreaſonable and ill 1 It. As, 155 
or That an oath, in or der 9 82 its ein 
d of itrife,. ought. to be expre! ed in "eek 
min unequiyocal.,, Tbat th the REU Ola 
in queſtſon is not ſo exprelled, 1s mani rom th 1 
diſpute that is {till maintained between, 30 Bre- 
thren and us, concer ning the e of.Zit. .. It will | 
not be denied, that. chere have b een men. of 1c args 
ing rand penetration on both 1 Vet, one ſiqe 
underſtands the Oath in one nle,,, the er 
ungler hands, it in, a, very dulevent, ſenſe... Now, 
Can, it be;lafe-for-apy;1 man, af a lender fo 
to {wean a10athy the true ſenſe. od. which 4 1s 9 72 | 
t determine? Arg not our, diipiite: 129105 8 
bee the Oath is 
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and; th lawful j—e yen upon ſuppoſition 
at we 3 . wide che Tels we e 1 it? 
Fer, that 5 e „11 hope, 

appear evident from what follows, wel yd bai 


It is a maxim wet”, rel e That every 


0 ſhould be underſt od, by me FWkarer, in the 
ſenſe in which it is GR 800 by. thoſe mat | 
bear him; and particularly by him that iraſpoſes it. 


Unleſs this is the caſe, an bath is of no uſe in 


the world! If I put a different ſenſe upon my oath, 
from that which the r ee uts upon it then 
mean to fwear oné thing, ile he takes it for 
ranted that I ſwear. another: © How can this put 
an end to any ſtrife? Miſt i 1 not rather en zender 
new ſtrife, and mtroduce all manner of confuſion? 


That à perſbn may wear an” oath; in 3 Way of 


ing to it, in 115 own mind, 4 lenſe different 
from chat in Which he Knows ir to be underſtood 
by the ithpoler, is 4 principle, which, if it is main. 
Rel by bor Brethren, has never been adopted 


5 any other ſociety but 1he Jeſuites: And I doubt: 


ever #3 defended fuch a principle openly. 
The man, am. fare, who reduces it to practice, 


E "mf be guilty bf the moſt ſhameful prevarication. 


"To apply this/to the Burgeſs-Oath,—It is ma- 
"nifelt to every unprejudiced perſon, That, in the 


molt obvious ſenſe of it, it refers to the preſent 
3 It! 5 abſurd to ſuppoſe,” that a mag, ex- 


F P 


efing the word preſently, can mean it of a Fs 
aſt two hundred years'a go. It is not leſs e 
W That, by the Reli 1 preſently e 940 5 
within thi; a and at orize 5 1 laws t bere- 
abliſhed f by law, 
and profeſſed in that Church which enjoys, the Le. 


© nefit of the legal eſtabliſhment':” For between the 


. authorized and eſtabliſhed, in this Applica- 
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bliſhed by 155 and W in the Na 
urch, ig Ku true religion. The oa, W 
{wears it proteſts po on oath, That he profeſſes 
that relig. gion, and lows. it with bis heart; an 
Thar, he i {hall/abide by it, and defend it to the 
of his life. At cannot be ' ſup poſed that any; m 
_ firare, who himſelf {thee 8 the eſtablithed "ge 
gion, will adiminiſter_1t-3n a' different ſenſe: No 
would any unconcerned ſpectator conlider EZ 
| ſwearer as meaning any. thing ele.” Nay, it 


mits not of a doubt, That, d uring the n x 


Prelacy was the ellabliſhed religion in Scotland, 
the ſame oath, adminiſtered by Prelatical mag!- 
ſtrates, was conſidered as 8. * the „ 
that religion. Thus, however lawful, or conſiſt- 
ent it may be, for a man to ſear that oath, Who 
adheres to the Eſtabliſhed Church, and lincerely -* 
reſolves to contimie in her communion. (and with 
this the Synod's act does not meddle), for à Sece- 
der to ſwear it, reſolving to cohtinue in a ſtate of 
ſeparation from the Eitabliſhed Church, | and to 


bear. teſtimony againſt any parv of the eſtabliſhed 


religion, maſt amount to the moſt ſhameful juggling 


with God and man. Such a perſon ſwears a talle- - 


hood, in relation to the time paſt ; and, in reſpe 
of the time to come, he lays himſelf under a fo- 
lemn engagement which he reſolves to break every 


day of is life. If this be not to wear n 


let thoſe who plead for it tell what it is, | 
Dur Brethren, we know, have various excep- 
tions againſt this reaſoning; They ſay, for inſtance, 
A ohh Burgeſs-Oath we/ſ{wear only to the-true' 
„religion; 125 is, To the Proteſtant religion, 
as oppoſed to Dopery and not to any particu- 
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ei lar mode of it. Religious g eſtablimments may 
e change, and hae been changed j hut the true 
religion continues always the lane: and it mut 
t always be alike nge n (weat to in, aß we do 
an che Bur geſs-· Oath. But who: ſees: not, that 
the religion worn to in this Oach, is, 8 true 


Bhs religion abſtractly co ede elt is not mere- 


ly the Proteſtant religion, as oppoſed to Poper y; 


but chat religion, as explained and modified by the 


following words of the Oath. It is the true reli- 
gion preriſely as it is peſentiy profeſſed within 
_ this reuſm, and authorized by the latus thereof. As 
often, therefore, as there is any change i in the le- 
gal eſtabliſhment of religion, there "muſt be a pro- 
por tiottable change in the meaning faA¹t Oath? In 
every n ſwearer, if he does not ex. 
preſsly ſwear, that the religion eftabiiſhed hy law is 
the true religion j be, at leaſt, takes it for grant- 
erl. that it is o, ant ſwears: to itaccatdingly.. And, 
alloon as the religion eſtabliſhed; by law comes ro 
ditter, in any reſpect, from the true religion, the 
Burgeſs. Oui muſt become oppoſite: to itlelf; and 
he Who ſwears it ſwears a contradiction 5 
js They lay likewiſe, | That ““ the Religion of Se: 
t ceders is as truly profeſſed within this realm, 
ec and authorized by the laws thereof, as that of 
10 the Eftabliſhed Church : And, therefore; the 
urgeſs- Oach · does not bind us to the one more 
than tothe other ; but we may full our engage- 
4% ments, in that Oath, by adhering to either.“ 
Seceders, indeed; | profeſs: their religion within this 
realm; and; -through: the mercy of God, are not 
perſecuted un that account: But is there no difte- 
rence between our being tolerated, and being au- 
Horned ? Suppoling there were none, Where is 
the law of this realm by » hich the religion of Se. 
363 ceders 


2 RA * 22. 


"is. 


_  eedersiseventolerate?:/The law of Scotland: to- 
lerutes no diſſenters from the Eſtabliſhed Church, | 
| Unleſs. thoſe: of the Epiſcopal denomiuation; nor, 
indeed, dots it know. an other. Neither does. it 
tolerate ati, in the public exerciſe of any religion, 
but ſuch wWhoſe [Miniſters take the oaths 0 Go», 
vernment; iich Seceders have always refuled to 
do. Thus, our enjoying the free and undiſturbed 
exerciſe of our religion, as Seceders, is not owing 
to our being tolerated by lau; far eis ta our be. 
ing authorized: But ſolely to the clemency of Ad, 
miniſtration, —who, I truſt; are convinced, that 
there is no reaſon why: they: ſhould: put the laws in 
execution againtt wi. 0:5 4ib 4 oon lde hst 
. They tell:us, moreover, That <ip is not nets; 
„ ſeflion of che Eſtabliſhed Church, againſt which | 
<< the Seceſſion Teſtimony is ſtated; but ber prag, 
© tice. Her profeſſian is contained in the Confaſ⸗ 
6e {on of Faith, and her other ſtandards: Of theſe 
© we apppove z and to theſe only we ſwear in the 
Burgess. Oath : while we teſtify againſt her prac» 
**-tice, 1 * 9 — it is contrary to her profeſſion. But, 
is nat every public act of the ſupreme judicatory „ 
the Eſtablimed Church, and every eee 
of by ſuch au act, a part of her profeſſion, as wel 
as the Confeſſion of Faith ?. Vea, is not every parc 
of her practice included in her profeflicn, 
as ſhe comes openly to avow it, which is'the ſatne 
with making profeſſion of it? Does the novwavow _ 
her adherence: to the Patronkge'adt as rtally a 
her adherence to the Confeſſiom of Faith } Yea; 4 
the not much more ſteady in her adherence to that 
chan to this Does ſhe not avow the ſettlement of 
vacant congregations hy Patronage, without the 
conſent of the people, as openly as the avows 4 
ann in * Weſtminſter Conte ſſion? And how 
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dane Gear. wo her prof n, in general, With- 
out {wearing to this ag a part of it?! 
At other times, they tell us (for we cannot ex- 
pect that the arguments brought to ſupport 4 bad 
cauſe ſhould always be conſiſtent with one another), 
That * it is not the profeſſion of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, but the religion profeſſed in her, to which 
«:we. ſwear an adherence: And ſurely there is a 
tt widle difference between the religion profeſſed, 
% and her profeſſion of it. We profeſs the ſame 
« religion as che does, thovgh our profeſion of i. 
4% is nat the ſame with her's 2 So that; in ſwearing 
„the Borse s: Oath, we ſwear. to our on reli. 
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& cio! ch is alſa (profeſſed in the National 
« Church,” — But they moſt have truly metaphy- 
ſical eyes who can ſee this diſtinction. If we! may 
ſwear an adherence to the religion profeſſed, in a 
way of teſtifying againſt eee mull 

de as caly to adhere to the profeſſion, in a way of 


ed and teſtifying againſt the religion pro- 
ed: 
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For it muſt be as eaſy to ſeparate the pro- 
feſſion from the religion, as the religion from the 
profeſſion. And let us ſee what will be the conſe- 
quence. The Apoſtle Paul exhorts the Hebrews 

and us, to hold faßt the profefion of our faith, with- 
eu wavering, Heb. x. 23. But, according to this 
reaſoning, à man who. makes the ſame profeflion 
of Mohammed”s religion, that he formerly made of 
Chriffanity,. acts in full agreeableneſs to the A- 
poſtle's 'exhortation; for, he ſpeaks not of the re- 
higion profeſſed, but of the profeſſion only. Or, 
if our Brethren will diſtinguiſh between the matter 
profeſſed, and the manner of profeſſing it, I would 
alk them, Whether the Seceſſion Teſtimony was 
only ſtated againſt the manner of profeſſing the true 
xebgion in the Eſtabliſned Church; or if it did not 
N ö extend 
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- Abu the, lesen, * a 
extend allo. toa great neck of the matter: profeſſed? 
Por inſtavee, The Alſoeinte 'Pretbytety, in their 
Act concerning the Diiftrine' of Grace: teſtif/, at 
large, againſt an act of the General Aſſembly, fon. 
detaring A book called be Marrow, 8 Di. 
vinity ! But whether did they teſtify N . 
matter contained in that act, or only againſt 


manner of enacting it? Is it me the 555 reli. 
gion that is profe ed by the Aſſembly of the Na: - 


nonal Church, in that act, and profeſſed by the 
Aſſociate Preſbytery in the el Competing the 


Doctrine f Crate? The doctrine contained © in 


chat act, and condemned by the Prefbytery, cannot 
be denied tobe a part of the religion profeſſed by 
the Eſtabliſhed Chüreh. It ſeems,” our” Brethren 
can heartily (wear to that doarive;-though' pa 
condemn the General Aſſembly for enackin 
They find fault with the Eſtabliſhed Churc fi 
profeſling that doctrine, in a printed act of Af. 
ſembly; but they have no'objeqions againſt pro- 
felling the ſame dodrine themſelves, Ain the form 
of a folemn oath. 

In a word, they tel us, Tbat vel pate Seceſſion 
i Was never ſtated from the Church of Scotland, 
but only from the carrupt party iti that Church: 
And therefore, our ſwearing. an adherence to 
ce the Eftabliſhed Church is not inconſiſtent with 
« our maintaining chat Seceſſion.“ As this has 
been pretty eh inſiſted upon, we ſhall be the 
more particular in anfwering it. To this purpoſe, 
we ſhall recommend to our Brethren's conli era 
tion the three things following, 1 

(r.) If by che Church of Scotland is as th 
co g or the principles of the Refor tned 
Church of Scotland, ig her beſt and pureſt times; 


or that Church, as ſhe adhered to thele principles, 
P 332? & 4" oY +@ Þ ; ws $6491 TIP S 214 O35 = one 
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one hundred and forty years ago; then we allow, 
that de Hive" made no ſeteſſwon from lier. We 
rather think, that, in making a feceſfton from the 
preſent Eſtabliſſied Church, e Hase btought the 
Reformed Church of Scotland alotig With us; and, 
that the jtidicatories of the preſent National Church 
ſeparated from her, Yor oy ON in a great 
meaſure, from the foundation upon which the IJ 


We reckon” the principles of the Seceſſion tobe 


the ſame. With thofe of the Church of Scotland in 


reforming times; and, therefore, we reckon the 


Seceſion CHurth to be really the ſame with that 
Church, and Seceders to be che true reprefenta- 
tives of their tefbfitingg abeeſtörs. And, T appre- 
hend, there are fed members of the preſent Na. 
tional Church, Who will be backward to allow, 
that there is more of the ſpirit of our firſt Re- 
formers, and of the General Aﬀembly 1638, among 
us than uy themſelves. But the Burgels. Oath 
binds not the prefent ſwearers of it to the reli- . 
gian profeſſed and authorized in the days of Mr 
John Knox, or in the days of Mr Alexander Hen- 
Herſen ;-——but to that which" is pre/ently profe//ed- 
and authorized. It is not the Church of Scotland 
in her pureſt times, nor the religion which the then 
profeſſed; but the preſent Eſtabliſned Church, 
and the religion authorized by law at this preſent 
time, that is ſworn to in that Oath. © 
(Z.) It is true, That the four Brethren, Who 


were the original members of the Aﬀociate Preſby- 


tery, continued to hold communion with ſome, who 
were reckoned honeſt Members of the Eſtabliſned 
Church, after they were calt out from the com- 
munion of her Judicatories : For the Seceſſion 
Teſtimony was not fiſhed at once, but gradual. 
ly carried for ward to its preſent ſtate:— The Lord's 
W F ſer vams 
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tion from her communion, which was e 3 1 — 
the 9 in gt the Het liste, inthe eat r; 

| af Ur. rethreh give any: inftance of = 
| a e z ompunion. 8 * 

N continu in che E 125 urch gfler 
1 {lep : 2 And, even, 155 they dich hald Tacks... 
comm! jon, Wag, it Nh oe Nat gl Ghurry in 
her conſlitutę capacity? it not; wb e 
beiten e e Ather did; "At wo 
corruptions 5 Thtreh 30 pooh they gd . 8 
ſee it their dude 3 rarty.f Sete, Wy „ | 
of paration, as the,” hers. of the Aflograts|, 
Prelbytery/ rd, 9 * . Fre f Ng 
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T3 þ open . we ZE e 5 55 1 
fro rhe. corrupt * in tlie bur h.of Scogand; . 
and that, ter all,” we may Ay fulh Fear” An , 

ſurety it canndt, 
in th at i be e 0 vib ate Weh an dath when. 
we have 0 orn Ir; If our Brethren thidk it bi he. 
to fo: ear "a1 adherence to $0] fabliſhed Ch 
how can They pradticaſly renomice her cen Mon? = 
Is it hot Kn to'all the world, hat they have 5 , 
little Nep. Wich the Na an Church 
with any of her members, as We have e, wor, | 
ſtanding all their pleadipgs” For: Je?" fcb . 
erg en to be of the commitiion of the Church 5 
of Seothind; let them, Weehonely! men, SAGE A 
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ſolemnly to abjure it. 
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io, With her, accor din 
0 they Kae to be a k. 


0 roach'1 i the 


$1 while 1 themſelves, a 
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Jo infilt no fonger on this, — wiv am perſuaded, 


"That, after all theiy r -dlonings to. the contrary, 


ur Brethren haye. a reſtimony, in their own co 


Cilio concerning the Berk geſs-Oath. If they did 

Te that Oath tp! be iconſttent wich the Se- 

ion Teftiwony,” as ir ſtood before t "king L 
hy. have the A 5 16, lore, 1 fs 

| 'or new-model it; in 2 May 


| e the Telti 
if 5g to, ring & 19400 NN confiſtency + with that 
3 Feb 7 None e 0 42 fund. Pa fault with the Ju- 


cial At and Se PH ey undertook the 
defence of the Oath! From 2 time, they have 


not ceaſe@ to uſe their moſt ſtrenubus endebvours 
to pick faults in it: Which endeavours, after a la- 
bour of more than thirry $i have. produced 


their late Re. exhibition. elſe have they at- 


tempted, in that Re nien, to palm upon the 
wor d another Burgeſs. oath, inſtead of that which 
| was the ſubject of the controverſy; that it might 


not appear, to their * a os inconſiſtent with 
the Teftimony,—even in that {mutilated ſtate in 
which they have 12 er leaſed to exhibit it? — And, 
if the ſwearing of that Oath is not inebnſiſtent wi 

the Bond f Nei our Covenants, Why is:it 
that the Bond has never been entered into among 
them; ſince they eſpauſed the cauſe of that Oath? 
Why do they now tell the world that this is not a 
Jrafpnfor public Covenanting? And why have ſome 


'of them, without being called to any account for it . 


l NY gave _— of as the deeds done i W ye 
| | ody 


an adh. 9 0 
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totheir Oach 


ebe, in behalf of the juſtice of the Synod's 3 


4 


e Peat i 1 
2 the;tribunal of God, publicly reviled the” 
for Renewing our Coven” with the 
knowledgement « Sins and the Bond, as well Y 
the pr des of their Brethren, in agreeableneſs tb 
that act; as if the whole had been che work of the 
Antiburgher: Synod, —in which, neither they nor 
in connection with them "ga ever auh concern? 
Was it ever doubted, that t oſe members of the 
Aſſociate Preſbytery, who afterwards became 
Burghers, agreed nwanimonſiy with their Brethrei 
in paſlin 5. chat act. on the 23d day of Decemb! 
17432 Did not they, as well as their Nene, 
ke and ſubſcribe the Bond, *a er joining 5 
lemnly in the ſame Acknowledg ement of Sins with 
which their ſucceſſors now/find ſo much fapft, -n 
the 28th day of the ſame month?. Did they ok alle 
concur. with their Brethren, on the Ane of FP 
bruary following, in enacting, That the Renova. 
tion of gur Covenants, in the manner agreed upon 
by the Preſbytery, ſhould be the Term of Mini- 
ſterial and Chriſtian Communion amon "them ? 
And did they not appear as for ward in that mat- 
ter as any of their Brethren, till they became adyo- 
cares for the Burgeſs-Oath ? And what can be the 
reaſon. of ſuch a total change in their conduct, aud 
that of their party, ſince that time, if it is not a 
conſciouſnels of the inconſiſtency of the one of thele 


oaths with the other; and the flagrant impro- 


priety of encouraging 'theic adherents to {wear 
both? Out of. your on mouth, my dear Bre- 
thren, I fear you ſhall be conden ned. 


Their queſtion, about making the Synochs * 
ſions a Term of Communion, was a piece of diim- 
pentions craft, intended to gain themſelves a party 
among the people; and, if pollible, a majority in 
ae Synod, * * well knew, that their Brethren 
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-Uſirazarive ali RN OE ſprizhed withwhat 
TY! already been determined, concerning that milt- 
ten, in the conteſted deoffiowitſelfs Byr they like 
Wie bed, chat when tfleir Brechver ould not 


consent to have their queſtion db cided in the ne- 
| live, many would fake it for grant9d, that ahey -* 


- wanted it determine;  allirmitively ; and, accordir g- 
"ty; their adherents, to chis days ate firmly of opi- 
mon; chat the Antiburghers alwiys4omentcd: for 
Jiaving che Gecition ex * declaned ie ben lem 
of Conmunio Ar wete ſenhible too, I hat - 
i decide the queſtion ig then negative was the 
fame, upon tlie matter, withatevcrhing of the ſcu- 
tente; but they! Tay 4t, woulblbe.. impoſlible 10 


f brivg eithes the” ry jotizy of the Synod, or the 
| | body of che pebple, to thin hat the ſentence ought 


to be-reveried rnd, therefore, they did not inliit 
for it;: But they; hoped. 40: gain the ſame end by 
this queſtion; with the additional ady antage of ha- 
ving heir Brethren repreſented as going abGot to 
- impoſe new Terms'.of. Conyuunion ; and them- 
Aelves recommended , toathe people, -as 4g 08 


| pions of Chriſtian liberty... "M917 | oy 


Another piece of craft, of the Ling kihd ,—or 


| Kp funther degree of the fame policy, Was, 


"Abivir final, aud too ſucceſsful ſcheme of refer rir g, 
or. drefaning the above queſtiou to Pre ſbyteries 
and Seſhons. Had they Fropoſed fuch''a tranl- 
milſion of the affair of the Oath, before che Synod. 
came to any decifion, there had been ſoine pre- 


tence ar it; but This was not once mentioned 
by 651 lte was a whole year after the decilion 


Beet they ſpake or uch a hing. Nor weuld 


they have t ought | of it at gll, i they Had not found 


bi * fmpofible 10 get their 'qucBion, deciced. in their 
| favours 


erred the - 


% 


© - faxpyrs by-the\Spnoter-sTheablurdiy cf ter. 
. : : , tlelf tobe, conſidęratian uf in · | 2 8 
ferior zuginatories, af hole year after it Was Paſt, 


ning dhe dechian 1 
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Waste apparent for them to propoſertt in plain 


_ © wotds- But they propoſed. to refer to Preſbyteries 
and [Seflions, , Wherber that deciſion thoyld;be-a = 
Perm) of; Communien or not; though they were 


ſenſible hat this amounted to the ſaine thing, with 
the other. The act itſelf had determined, Thar 


they Who had already faken the Oath, in enger 10 

their being admitted amo the Bond, loud be ne- 

_ quired ta. lavisfy their, Seſſions about their acqui- 
dlcenſe in this judgment of Synod, and about their 


ſenſe .,of.; the.miltake iuto which they had fallen: 


And, as it had declared the Oath do be ſinful, and 5 3 


inconſiſtent with! the liate of the Teſtimony z it 


followed, of cour(e, that all Seceders, who thould 
_ afterwards take it, were o be conlidered, and 


dealt with. by their Seſſions, as having ſumed a- 

gainſt God, and acted incppliſtentiy With thejf prin- 

cples.. So far the act of Synod: behoved to be a 
P | * 


Term of Communion, if it ſtood unrepealed ? Nor 
Was it ever intended that it .ſhould be a Lerm of 

. Communion in any other ſenſe. If it was referred; 
therefore, to Preſbyteries and Seſlions, Whether 
it ſhould be a Term of Communion or not; it was 


che ſame thing as-referring it 10 them, Whether | 
it was tan or to be reverſed. - Had they meant 

to deal fairly aud candidly with the Synod,” they 
would; have inliſted plainly, with chem to reverſe 


the, act themſelves, or elſe to allow interior Judi. 


catories to ccuider of reverſing it. In the frtt 


aof theſe they did not expect to fücceed; betices, 
they could not regularly. mliit for it, ull theit rea- 


{ons of proteſt, and the auſwers to them, exe diſ- 
cuſſed, which they ſtill emleayoured to prevent: 
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30 Tie True Saf the the Gontpwoerſy 
The other was too bare- faced e Thus 
they fought to Bag har aut „Wich 
ey Had no hope to: obtain 15 e air deal. 
och couduct- as lt tyethely / -worthy 'of 
who"appeared as champions for. tevarication 
apon'oath'; hut it was! ru at un coming the 
nr ſerbants 'of © hriſt <And'1 cannot 
help obſerving, 1 That; ic) their condi, to this day, 
there are not « few: initencee of ſuch low and difin- 
getous cunning. As a puniſhment for their con- 
tendings i behalf of Swearing deoeitfully, God 
Teens to have given them up to a courle of de. 
dealvig- 5 And, 1 pray God, That 4 Teſti- 
moi for Triich 95 not ſuffer TR more. injury by 
that means .. 15 


10 add no more. on 108 Mod, Tho athods ha 
the took to. carry the rwo fatal reſolutions, of the 
8h and th of April r747, were, beyond example, 
irregular 2nd offeulive.—With regard to the firſt 
of theſe, its i carr ied was a ale vg to the 
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+ In tbis obſervation thete is no altitfion to any y private 
conduct of particular perſons belonging to that ciety ; 
though na one will be ſurprized to find, in the behaviour 
of individuals of that communion, ſome nuke of that 
leaven which has leavened the whole lump. What is here 
referred to is, be- public conduct of the hole body r 
Miniſtors of the Burgher! denomination : And various in- 
itantes might be produced, in ſupport ot. what i ls, Wait 10 
mention two or three, 

They wanted to have certain parts of the Tetimoky al- 
tered; but, inſtead of candidly pointing out the pallages 
that were ſuppoſed'ts need alteration, with the alterations. 
made upon thein, they endeavoured, as much. as pollible, 
to conceal them, —perſuading the world that they were 
few and trivial. (For this purpoſe, they publiſhed their cor- 
rections an 2 part of the Peſtimony, without any diſtinction 
:rom the ret; and, at the concluſion, added Re words, 
«> + ee BY Jadeks FrSHER, Pr. CK; as I they hab 
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votes off ow who were manifeſtly. parties. 3 
cauſe. If the queſtion, was, about ra 1 66 39 ; 
5 4 us o of proteſt, and rhe anfwers to them, this Was * 
is evidetitly' che caule. of rhe; Proreſters, that. it 
needs no Muſtrationn, If it wass Whether the de 
eition proteſbed againſt ſhould be 2 Term of Com- 
riſanion, or not? this. allp was their A} rw cauſe; 
Being, upon the matter, the ſame as, Whether 
ever 3 nod ſhould have it in their power —4 
call them to account for, their. e tion, t9o:that 
act, or not? But ; when theſe tw queſtions - mw 
to be voted. in oppolizion- to one another as : 
were in what is called the fir. fi reſolution, G0 = e 
vere parties on 4 two-fold account. It Was un- 
precedented ſelfiſnneſs in them to claim a vgre in 
fſuch a queſtion: And, I muſt add, it was unpre- 
ä cedented wWeakneſs in the Synod to admit heit 
claim. Had they, as parties, been precluded from 
voting, as, in juſtice, they ought to have been, 
the firſt reſolution would have been negatived, 
and all the diſmal en vb it would have 
been pr wentel. 11 5 - 13 1044 3 5 
| exhibited the Teſtimony, lk any ad A 5 
the yery ſame ſtate in Which it was enacted by tha Ke 
preſbytery, and extracted by their Clerk. 5 94.34 
In tbe Re- exlübition there is ſtill a deeper erde 80 4 
this. They wanted, it would ſeem, to he rid of all that ' 
obligation of the Teſtimony, which neceſſarily axiſes tom 
its being a judicial deed... But they had not the courage 
judicially to difanng it; ſuch a ſtep would undenbtedly 
have hurt their cauſe. They found a method, however, 
to do it as affectually: They delivered/the/TeRtimeny into 
the hands of a Committee, who had no judieial porto 
make what alterations, corrections, additions, and diminu- 
tions they thought proper in it, after their Synod had gon 
as far as they thought fit, in corxecting it themſelves; this, 
they did accordingly: and then -exhibited the whole to the: 


wore in * new gee that * bad Sven it, without e- 
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With regard to the e ee there ter- | 


it Cas carried, Alt is f. 5 5 7 908 


mehr are es confullon and wut U. 
Miſh arch horror; wehe eee Alen 


wEedider thatthe acts were men of Tedrning, 
ir Abnities, anch tn other teſpects, of e 7 
fairhifuliefs yu ineOntendifg for truth 


ty members of the Bytjodto ge u vote, to pro: 
cerif in it Land pretend to carry it, in Uppolition 
toter e, molt ſolemnſy Prot agtinſt 


it; While, of the twenty voters ſeten were mant. 


felny parties; "WH ethics Moderatär nor 


Clerk were oHelating ir that rranſactton was, 
dotihitlefs;"whar never had à parallel math Human 


2 Tue men cho pafec this deed were hot 
Hat à mmority f its members. Tho? 
jori ty had been oppoſing them, it could not 


a 


bew rightlyeonſtitate Synod, while it had either 


Moderator nor Clerk d the bufmeſs, Land 


wy Po theſe N were filled by perſons who 
had 


ver ee it to b that cheit corre cds might 


have a judicial approbation.— Thus, their work, taken 


IN cuubro, is a New Teſtimony; and that new teftimb- 
ny is no work of their Synod, any more than of the Abel 


ate Prefbytery, but ſolely of 3 Committee of four perſons; 


and has no more authority than that Committee had to 


glve it, that is; none at all. Thus, the Jachcial Act ang 


Teſtimony; as far as Bu _ have any thing to do Wien 


it, ix become an extrajudic! paper, — the Yoo 1 br Com- 


mittee of their Synod. 
They wanted àbways to e us, That, in "oy Bar 
h, no was meant by the True Refivion, * pre. 


ge e- Oat ching 
ſefitly profeſſed” within this realin, and authorized "the 


laws thereof, but the Proteſtant religion in general, - p. 


_ +: And now, to put that matter beyond 


polition 
daybty Wt Rete bite ey 8 introduced "the 
14981 Ke ” 2 word 
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had NT: Fon at their on hand, ner 
tment ee & any call rom any 
1 A ſelt created Moderator, and a 1 
made Clerk, at the head of a minority of the — 
bers of Court, of which minority ahnoſt one Half 
were parties iu the cauſe, —theſe make a deciſion, 
and call it a wala Aj IG Synod ! 9 i 
any, ſober-perſon believe that it was ſo? Such pro- 
cedure tended to annihilate the Synod as a =_ 
—by, overturning its whole conſtitution. The 
confuſion and anarchy that took place in the nafing 
of this reſolution, could only be equalled by the ab- 
ſurdity and injuſtice of the reſolution itſelf. r was 
a reſolution to ſuhject the detiſions of the ſup 
judicatory of the Church, to be reviewed, > 
haps reverſed, by inferior courts: A reſolation, 
giving a judicial toleration to that which ſtood con 


as ſinful in itſelf, and inconſiſtent with the Teſti- 
mony among their hands: A reſolution, to per- 
mt choſe nt cj A e the Seoel-/ 


. 


nerd PRLONAST AKNW: into-that Oath, — it, in Ir A- 
LICKS, with the word ROMAN: Though it is well known, .. 
that no ſuch word was in any oath that ever, was under 
the conſideration of the Aſſociate : Synod.—But they who 
could commit eighteen or twenty forgeries upon the Teſti - 
mony, may well be allowed to commit one upon the Bur- 
geſs-Oath. 

To mention but one inſtance more —— They knew, hs 
among their adherents, there are ſill ſome. original, Sece-- 
ders, who, have a real attachment to Seceſſion * 
and, conſequently, to Covenanting work, 
ſhifts have they been put to, in o — 
ple with hopes of ſeeing that work ſet about among them? 
—They take parents engaged to our Covenants at we. 
baptiſm of their children; they ſometimes pre ach in ſavours 
of that work; they gave out, that their alterations of, the 
Teſtimony were intended to pave the way for it; and dow 
when they can no * _ mble, they are forced to tell 


r to amuſe thoſe, bee, . 


— 


— 


by. an. unrepealed act of the ſame Court; 75 


1] 
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Gan hne whajhed openly rep d her com: 
munion with the ſolemnity of an Kret were 
never ſenſible that they did arong reſolution, 


' ina word, to admit thoſe to join . Bape for 


” et - 


Renewing our Solemn Covenants, who, had ſworn, - 


and were "liſpoſed to. juſtify themſelves in ſwearing, 
an Oath which*.was. declared, by a ſtanding act 
of the ſame Court, to > incontiſtent therewith. 


ls it not matter "of thankfulneſs to God, 


that they who, paſt fuch a reſolution. have ne * 
2 _ Feen dae it in hy fulleſt ex- 

nt enen 14k 

Various Genie . ae 
ed, in the Conduct of theſe „both before 
and, after the breach, of a piece with-thoſe that 
have been inſiſted upon; ſuch as, Their bein he 
firſt to publiſh books upon that coritrov 
while it was yet in dependence before the Synod; 
nn to claim, and exerciſe the power 


their people bluotly, thats though Covenanting is a duty of 


moral obligation, yet this is no proper ſeaſon for it! They 


even pretend to adduce arguments to prove this, — though, 

to do them juſtice, they appear ſenſible, that theſe argu- 
ments are not likely to convince any perſon. The truth is, 

If the nature of that duty is properly attended unto, it wilt 
be . manifeſt, that it never can be unſeaſonable.— Public 
- Covenanting is neither more nor leſs than, A puBLIC AND 
EXPLICIT DECLARATION or ou ACCEPTANCE or 
GOD; COVENANT-OB GRACE, CORRESPONDING To 
THE PUBLIC EXHIBITION THAT IS MADEOFIT TOUSIN 
THE GOSPEL; INCLUDING A 80LEMN ENGAGEMENT, 
1HROUGH THE GRACE PROMISED "IN THAT Covr- 
NANT TO WALK WITH GoD 1N ALL THE WAYS OF NEW 
OBEDIENCE —Covenanting, therefore, can never be un- 
ſeaſonable, while the Covenant of Grace is publicly offered 


to us though the calls to it may- be louder and more 


prefling at one time than another. 


4 They have never adminiſtered. the Bond to any verſon 
ſinde that time: Neither have they ever made the propoſed 
reference to Preſbyteries and Seflions, ſo far as I know. 


of 


. 
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of ws after the ſepar ation: their 
refilling to fübmit to the true Synod, or to return 
to their dbty, notwichſtanding all the means uſed 
for their * their paſſing a pretended 
a& 'dechri ry of the Synod in Mr Gifs 
1 Lan Yes 3 8 1 57 the CNS 
_ etroifinianication: — eſpecially guilry; 
atcbumt of their nep wide to the 9 So So bas 
nanting, and opf won to it; andi on account of their 


you ufifrjendly uſage of the Seceſſion Teſtims in 
y of their writings, and in many ſteps of heir 


procedure; but eſpecially in what they call their 
ate Revexhibition of it. But theſe are the native 


confequences of what has been inſiſted on in the _ 
above particulars : And the fruit muſt needs par- 
take of the malignity of the root from which 77 
ſprings. I jadge it, therefore, unnecellary, tho? . 
time would allow, as it does N 0 W fur⸗ 
ther upon them. 8 c P 


Neither will it be necdltiry; after what has been 
ſaid, to Uetain you long upon the THIRD" thin 
propoſed, which was, To conſider What wolf 
have been the Conſequences, if no Teſtimony had 
been maintained againſt the above Conduct of the 
Sepatating Brethren. It i; not intended to ju. 
ſtify every thing that has been done by the Alo. 
ciate Synod, in the management of this unhappy 
controverſy, or by thoſe members of it who con. 
curred in the condenmation of the Burgeſs-Oath: 
Themſelves acknowledged that they had offended. 
Some ſinful compliances, on the one hang ; and 
the unwarrantable heat of ſpirit, with wich the 
diſpute as managed, on the other hand, can ne. 
ver be _vindicated-:; Yet, if our fathers had not 
condemned themſelves on theſe accounts, the 

l I. Ke 2 temptations 


\ 
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temptations that they lay under} and the prarbea - 
tion which they receiyed, wouldiſcarbely have left 
us room to condemn them wich ſe verity. The 
ple for which: they contended was the cauſe of 
Truth: And to that, cauſe we hold it our duty t 
adhere, in imitation of their example. If, in any 
inſtance, they failed, in the management of that 
cauſe, or in the manner of their contending fore it, 
"we abe neither bound Pp imitate them, nor to jyſti- 
fy them in ſuch failings. They were mortal men, 
af like paſſions Si Ae :: And, as they faw it 
their duty to be humbled, becauſe they did. not 
. emſelves better; we haye reaſon to be 
that they were not left to do worſe 
ven though, at this diſtauce of time, we may have 
7 5 Annes about. ſome parts of chew * 
i they 1 aw to, be wrong. But, if they had 
1 Nel noth Whig, in a way of teſti fying a againſt. the (in- 
* a | ve Conduct of the friends of the Bur- 
Ouch the Conſequences. had been 3 in- 
More particularly, 

"The whole Seceſſion Body worth "I bands. + a 
dae in the heinous fin of Deceitfal and Contra- 
dictory Swearing We have ſeen already, that 
the — — iu the preſent ſtate of things, 
is inconſiſtent with the Oath of our Covenants : 
Therefore, every perſon who ſwears both muſt 
contradict himſelf upon oath. And to have allow- 
ed the ſwearing of that Oath among Seceders, 
would, douhtleſs, have involved many perſons in 

that ſin; unleſs we had all laid aſide Covenanting 
for the ſake. of the; Bur geſs-Oath, as our Brethren 
i hae donc. But, ſuppoſing it not be inconſiſtent 
with the Oath of our Covenants, the Burgeſs-Oath 
3s plainly inconfiſtent with itſelf. Therelig'on eſta- 
bliſned by law in Scotland is not ahe true ag : 
W121, 4 | c 
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i leaſt; he tau be un Seceder who thinks dtn: 
6-fwear;' therefbre;j to the true religion; andas — = 


_ {wear in the ſume ſentence, to the religion eſta- 


blithed by lau, -s to ſwear to two N. N N 


ith the ſame bret. 


It may be ſaid; indeed; That (t e ee 
th 2 few:perſons,..belonging to the Seceſſion, Who | 


*©: could; ever-have occaſion to ſwear; the Burgeſs. 
% Oach and, however theſe individuals 


% might have been, that couſd not involve the 


< whole Seceſſion Body in their fin; Doubt- 


leis i it would have been ſo; if the matter nad never 
come under any judicial conſideration. In that 
caſe, the ſwearers only, and they who knew'how 

461 connived at their ſin, would 


guilty: they were, a 
have been involved in the per jury. But, when it 
was once tabled. before the ſupreme judicatory of 
the Seceſſion Church, the allowance of chat prac- 


tice; by that court, would have made them ans +: 
and part. with-the actual wears: Yea, the hole 


ſociety, which that court repreſented, would have 
been drawn into a participation of the ſin.— The 


| lie leaven would have leavened the whole lump. | 


It may, likewiſe be d, That it is not the de. 
< lign of the Bond for e our Solemn Co- 

« venants,. to bind — to the Seceſſion 
Church; nor to any other ſociety, or ſet of men: 
46 Aud, . therefore, to ſwear adherence to the re- 


“ Tigion eltabliſhed by law is not inconſiſtent with 


ce that Bond.. I he bond is ſurely intended for 
a very bad pur urpoſe, if it is only meant, as fame 
arg pleaſed to allege, to bind perſons to the Se- 
ceſſion Church; or, indeed, to bind them to 
follew any man, or any ſociety of men, any fur- 
ther than they follow Chriſt. The deſign of it is 
to. big 9 to adhere to the T ee 
| elus, 


„ öbedlende of the true NReformed Re on; 


a - 
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| Jefas, as contained in the Word of God: Or, te 


uſe the words of the Bond itſelf, to bind teal to 
5 bo roy Mon abicle in the profeſſion, faith; and 


and to « contend and teſtify apainit all e e. 
t vils, errors, and cbrrup tions. Confſeqquently, 
While the Seceſſion Church is the only ſociety with 
which covenanters can habe communion, in a Way | 
of continuin — teſtifying as above, their bath, 
undo binds them to an adherence to, chat 
Church. And, while there are various evils; er- 
rors, and cbrrüptions in the Etabliſhed Church, 
againſt Which . ean beat no adequate teſtimony, 
in a way of keeping commimjon with her,—cove. 
naiiters muſt be bound to cotitinue in a ſtate of fe. 
paration from her, that they may have it in their 
power to teſtify againſt her evils. Thus, in the 
Boyd; we, ——— ſwear to continue in a ſtate 
of ſeparation from the Eftallliſhed Church, and her 
rengion,-white her preſent corruptions' remain. 
But, in the Burgeſꝭ-Oath, we fwear to abide at 
and defend her religion, and. ſo to maintain com- 
munion with herſelf. Theſe two oaths are, there. 
fore, plainly contradictory, the one to the other: 
And, by permitting the ſwearing of both among 
their adherents, the Synod would have involved 2 
all under their inſpection in the guilt of perjury. 


Had the Synod yielded to theſe Brethren, after 
the deciſion of 1746 was paſt, by declaring that 
that deciſion ſhould be no term of communion; and 
had no reftimony been'miaintained againlt their con- 
duct in ſo violently puſhirig that queſtion; Athen 
the Synod had, through their means, been invol- 
ved iy plainly contradi ing themſelves: and "that 
by two different acts, both ſtanding unrepealed in 
_ minutes; publited, no * to the 
world. 


e — _ 


Norld.— Already had e Nee ena 


N * o 
' 


%. 


hat ſuch as had ſworn the Burgels,Oath ſhould 
. — to acknowledge their ſenſe of a wi- 


tench ; other wiſe they were not to he admittad io 


join in the Bond: And our Brethren did not inſiſt 


for a repeal of that act. But had it been judicial · 
ly.declared, that it ſhonld be no term of commu... 


nion, this had amounted to the ſame thing with en. 
. acting, that no ſuch acknowledgement ſhould be xe, 


quired: of any. Thus we ſhould have had two acts 
of Synod, both of the nature of ſtanding. laws to 


he Seceſſion Body, diametrically oppafite ta one. 


another: And no perſon, could have yielded obe- 
die nce to che one, without tranſgreſſing the other. | 
In that caſe, the Synod; would have been charge- 


able with giving a poſitive judicial toleration to 


what, themſelves. had expreſſly determined to he 


ſinfal ; yea, to what ſtond condemned, as ſiuful, 
by a ſtanding act of the, Court. That the ſwear- 


ing of the Burgeſs-Oath by Seceders was declared 
to be ſinful, by the deciſion of April 1746, no man 
can refuſe. But if once it had been declared, that 
the above deciſion ſhould be no term of commu- 
nion, —it would have been impoſlible for the Sy- 


nod, or any judicatory in ſubjection to them, td 
have called any perſon to account who had been” 
guilty of that ſin: Nor could any means haue been 
uſed to prevent the commiſſion of it by thets in 
time to come. The Synod would have ſaid, pon 

the matter, to all under their inſpectiou It is 

a ſin for you to ſwear the religious clauſe of ſome 

© Burgeſs-oaths, and if you ſwear. both ĩt and the 


Bond for Renewing our Covenants, you cannot 
„ fail, to be guilty of per jury; but we; have no, 


*« quarrel with you, nor ſhall you ever eg 
| | «e 
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into which they had fallen through inadver- 
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«to any cenſure, though you commit chat ſur as | 
often as: you pleaſe.” Thus the Synod would 
have gone one ſtep beyond the Hope dimſeif +: bis 


ſells indulgences, aud enriches himſelf by the pricey - 


but they would have been ſo diſimereſtedi as tu 


give them away for noug rt. 
lad no teſtimom been maintained agaitiſt the 


Conduct of 'theſe 'Brethren; but their meaſüres 
tamely gone into when they came, at laſt, to con- 
dend r che tranſmiſſion; then the Preſbyterial or- 
der of the Church conſiſting in the due fubordina- 
tion of judicatories, Had recelved ſuch à Wound, as 


micht vatloeh have iſſued in its total Tabverfion 


among Sedkders. That fer lor judicitories may 
and buglit to be confulred; Before any innovation 
is introduced in the Chureh by u detree of the ſu- 
preme court, we readily allow; and commend the 
wiſdomlof our forefathers im uppointing it to be 
ſo. But here was no innovation propoſed It 
was only propoſed, that the decifion of Synod 
ſhould ſtand, as it had been enacteil a year before. 
No man pled ſor that deciſion being judicially de. 
clared a term of communion. If our Brethren 


| apprehended that the deciſion itſelf would intro- 


duce an iunovation, they ought to have inſiſted for 


gag of it before it was paſt: But neither 
id it introduce any thing new. It had been al. 


ready enacted by the Aſſociate Preſbytery, That 
the Renovation of our Covenants ſhould be the 
Term of Communion; and ſurely che Synod could 


not, conſiſtently with that act, allow any practice 


among their adherents, chat was inconſiſtent with 
the Renovation of them: And it was their buſineſs 
to conſider, and declare, what was ſo, This'was 
all that was done by the deciſion of April 1746. 
That deciſion, therefore, was no more tam ane 
1 « | plication 
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1 of the 14th of Aldi tba ; 
| an application: of it to. a particular cafes? 

there was an jon vation, therefore,” it was intro. 
dried Dy che laſt mentioned act: But With it t 
Brethren wund no fault till long after the breach; . 

Thus it is manifeſt, that there could be 100 
ſign for the tranſmiſſion of this; deciſion,.,evenbe- . 
fore it was paſt : But the tranſmiſſon gf Jt after» 
wards was perfectly abſurd, If a matter is to he 
referred to inferior judicatories, kbat ! has already 
been determiged by the ſuperior. gif inferior ju. 
dicatories are to be. conſulted! about che iglex ation 
of what has already been declared Gofulby. e ſope · 
riot;—in a word, if Preſhyteties and Seflions art 20 
have a wer to reverſe, or even to reviſe the de. | 
crees EW in matters of general concen- 

there is, ap end, of all Preſbyterial ſubordination 
11 chat which, thould he, ah head Naben the 
tall, * 45 * Sid. eu 


Had no Telimom bers ur isses e the 
Conduct of our Brethren, when they eee. 
at laſt, to carry the fatal reſolution of the gth-of 
April 17 47, then the whole world would have had 
occaſion to conſider that refblution' as à deed of 
the Aſſociate Synod; Vea, it would actually have 
become ſuch; and the Whale body would have 
been involved in all the ſin that our Brethren were 
guilty of in paſſing it. We have already ſeen that 
that reſolution Was no deed of Synod: It was a 
deed of twenty members, carried in oppoſition ro 
twenty-three, ; in other words, a deed of the mi. 
nority, carried, by the force of clamdur and 1281 
nacy, againſt the Court, 

Þ know they plead, That © a majority of 
members of Synod acquieſced i in the Jeed 7; f 

. ee were even who neither voted nor tö 
F 3 
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wy part wit the Protetters.. in op poſing, the vote ; 

nd, in all caſes, they who + nom I et“ in 4 

i eel y6te7" ry Sy dc 5 a Equieſcing in in * * 

18 © flon When paſt. But Was res known 5 

x the non Iiquets were reckened 800K e minority 

[| Ang. in their deed ' Beſides; it is or ka 

for mn liquets to ſay ſomet fring when ir. names 
are Sled? b but theſe mtr ſaid nothing at all. Their 
ſtlenlce, if jt meant any thing, was an evidence that 
1 wiſhed no ſuch vote to paſs : : And this W s 
very. thing for which the maj jority' were pry: 

8 feet To that Tide; therefore, they ought, in 
juſtice, to ber eceovet? And, in Tealiey, the preat- 
eſt part of cem did afterwards take part with the 
| Proteſters, aud continued with them * the ſe⸗ 
payation”; though they” wer y dees with them at 
the time, nor met with them Gib's houſe 
the nent day bus it is wth that this reſo- 
tition Was" wv deed of 'Sy nod. — But bad the Pro- 
teſters litten tl with cher Brethren, and permit. 
ted their deed to have been recorded in the minutes; 
theworld would then have Had occafion to conſider 
it as the Synod's deed: Vea, it would have mate- 
Frally become ſuch; and this at the erpence ofen 
total overturning of the conſtitution of the Court, 
and affording a precedent for any two or three 
refractory members, in any time coming, cc to "make 
the Court do what they pleaſed. 


Ina word, If no Teſtimony had been ateigtbin. 
it che Conduct of theſe Brethren; of if chat 
7 had, at any time dur ing the progr eſs of 
che controwerſy, been dropt, ſo Ae the leads 
tame gone into their meaſures Athen the whole 
Teſtimony among the Synod's hands had been ma- 
terially Mot ed, * a 1 allowance given to 
en e N to 2 and renounce 
bl, ITS 4+ 27 OT it 
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1 75 ro h, - this abju uration had becpine | 
5 21 451 1 975 already proved, upon the 
who Seceſſion Bo It needs no illuſtration, 
that our Teſtimony. is chiefly; ſtated againſt the de- 
2 teQions, of the Eftablifhed Church, and the corrup- 
tions introduced into the religion eſtabliſhed or au _ - 
thoFized by law. But our Brethren's aim ſtill was 
to have à jodicial allowance given to the ſwearing 
of an.'oath by Seceders, which is really, an oath.of 
adherence to the Eſtabliſhed Church, and the eſta - 
bliſhed religion; and ſureſy, to fweartadherence 
to it, is to abjure all that Teftimony againſt it, that 
can only be maintained in a way of ſeparation. from 
it. Beſides, as the way of defection is always eaſy; 
and one ſtep of backſſiding natively leads to ano 
ther; if the Seceſſion Church had once been in- 
fected with that leayen, it is impoſſible to tell how 
far ſhe might have. gone, or how rapid might have 
been her progreſs. What but a perpetual back - 
fliding could have been expected of that Church, 
whoſe firſt ſtep was an abjuration of the Teſtimo- 
ny which ſhe had eſpouſed, attended. with the 
ſhameful pugravarion) . Faun, to adhere to 
it till ar ' * 
Other Conſequences, of a ſimilar ener | 
hive been mentioned: But theſe will be ſufficient 
to let every conſcientious Seceder ſee what reafon” 
we have to be thankful, that a teſtimony. Was main- 
tained againſt the Conduct of theſe Brethren — 
1 know it is ſaid, That ** the teſtimony maintained 
inſt them, and the height to which it was cap- 
<« ried, have been productive of conſequences no 
leſs hurtful: particularly, that, c by this means, 
a breach was made in the Aſſociate Body, by 
<* which the generation was hardened in their op- 
© poſition to the Seceſſion Teſtimony, the Lord's 
: F 2 SF A 
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people diſcouraged from jpiumg in it, and, of 
e conſequence, the progreſs of the Lond's work 


„ greatly marred.“ And, it cannot be ddubted 
but theſe conſequences have, in b:great degree, 
followed upon the unhappy rupture of che Syd. 

But to whom ought they to be imputed ? Or who. 

was chargeable with the rupture itſelf? Whether 
they, who, through their adherence to the Seceſ- 
non Teſlimony, found chemſelves under # diſagree- 
able neceſſity of teſtifying againſt their Brethren 
for deſer ting it; or they, Who, by turning their 
back upon that Teſtimony, in ſupporting which 
they had hitherto, been adiue and füeceſsful, for- 
ced their Brethren to turn the edge of the ſame 
Teſtimony againſt them! let the impartial world 
wage And the impartial, World wil judge, after 
All that were active on either fide; in that mourn- 
N ful affair, are in their graves-. 1 el 4% | 
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ph istein M67 enn: 

It ie non high time to CONCLUDE with a few . 
what was juſt now ſaid, our firſt Reflection may 
hat the Rupture of the Aſſociate Synod ought, 
undoubtedly, to be conſidered as a mournful — 
of God's juſt diſpleaſure, not only againſt our Bre- 
thren, ho were left to turn alide from their prin- 
ciples, and rhole v hom they drew along with them; 
bur likewiſe againſt the whole Seceſhon Church: 
And even againſt the generation, who were there- 
by hardened in their oppolition to the work of 
God. What a ſunful band men had in it, appears 
from what has been ſaid; but God had alto his 
poly, juſt, and wile hand in it. It was che ſin bf 
Apart, perhaps of more than a part ; but it was 
hat 2: - . prdoubtedly 
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Kg ee ee ae Soto: . * 
- - undoubtedly. che judgment\of the whole God - 
bath divided ut in his ange: He hath nejtited us 
Fe ee Pere he hath been diſpleaſed. 

k ach made our Church to tremble: He hath 
0 ami, he alone can heal; ito Perhaps the 


- cauſe: of his contending in this-manner 1 15, Ot: yer. 


ſufliciently. knowmy gor has it been ſuffiriently en- 
quired into, either hy our Brethren or by ust Het 
us,; 88 ſtill ſearch and try our ways; that, 
if poiſible, e may giſcover uhat meaneth the heat 
of his great-anger : Aud that, having fnundlit, 
e may 1 ſao n an turn again to the 
Lord. One ground of the controverſy, we have 
reaſon 10;appr chend, was, The too fond admir ation 
in Which the 1 of thote men were held;iwho. 
had been the hondured inſtruments of etecting the 
Banner of. the Seceſſion Teſtimomy. And this na- 
a ſuggeſts another Reflection, vac en 1115 : 


That, by the ſame event, is manifeſted the ne- 
ceſſtty of hearkening'to che advice of the Spizir of 
Cod, 'by the Prophet; Ceaſe ge from mum, whoſe 

. [brrath'is in his mſtrilss for wherein in he to be\ac- 

counted of II. iv. 22. It deſerves to be remarked, 

That, of the eight Minitters who firſt embraced 

\the:Feſtimony, and ho concurred in giving in 

the Declinature to the General Aſſemblyg-onh 

three went off the ſtage without a blot. Ihe dit 
of theſe entered into the joy of his Lord before 
the controverſy; of which we havetbeen ſpeaking, 

was introduced: The ſecond was ſo remar ka ſe 
for living: cloſely with God; and particularly, for 
praying without cealing, that. we may well confi. 

_ der-his-preſervation in the way of duty ava ſingu- 

lar token of the divine apprbbation of that manner. 

of dicks And the other was * who, of all che 


ub eight, 


ane. od. 
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bt Bad der tue Grabe s of th ublic elt Neem! 
— 250 why did 195 Lord Tſo far Kaye h his rents, 
whom he wa ſs Bi hly ho noured' before? Goc 
kotoured them mY Hout Th honoured chem 
more. That pr aiſe, which was only due to the 

great worker, was, in à ſad meafure, transferre 

to the inſtruments : And; therefore,” he Who will 
not give his glory” to another, Was pleaſed o he w, | 
that they were but inſtruments in his hand, and 
could only be inſtruments in bis, 'work, while his 
Hand continued about them; ;—by' permitting five 
of the eight to be ave in breaking down that 
car ved. wor, which ne mfelves had been eminent- 
Iv uſeful in raiſing up+._ Let both Miniſters and 
people beware 67 plitting again upon the fame 
rock. When faithful Minitters of the Goſpel are 
deſpiſed, Chriſt himſelf is deſpiſed through them; 
bit when they are too much eſteemed, he is rob. 
bed in proportion. Let them have all che honour 
which is due to them for their work's fake ; but 
no part of that glory which is due to their Maſter > 
only. In the Vineyard, which is planted; by che 
antitypical Xing Soloman, Solomon himſelf miſt haue 
his thouſand: It is enough, if they that keep th: 
” fruit have tuo hundred, Song of Sol. viii. 11, 12. 


Neither, when reflecting upon all that has dene 
ſpoken of, Nn we to ee the various aber 
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+ To this purpoſe, a ſaying en ne ver to be PLANTA 
which I have often "heard aſcribed to the late Mr Jour 
ERSX1Ns of LESLY, a worthy ſervagt of Chriſt ;—who, 
though connected by the neareſt ties of blood with the 
leaders of the Burgher party, concurred, as zeulouſſy as 
any other, in bearing Teſtimony againſt their condu . 
% My F-o—r,” ſaid he, “ and my U——e were become 
4 fo high, that Chriſt could not be ſeen over their heads : 
It was r that they ſhould come down.“ 


poſitions 
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vious of the def Godin behalf of his gyn ; : 
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Was, indeed, jullly. dif. 

7 ale DE led his ner dqyerſy in a loud by | 

ful man! ner, . in the me of ath, he | 
OE oully remem bered INELCY ;, ves 
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the T Nee among their wk Nr $tha 
they had. neither pp 19. ark wo x 
e agacity. to fo forelee - He, recoyere 
 fundry,ar ividuals ag, ſervants, . and, many 
is peop! ho were fc. to flumble in li 
; 8 and dark : day ; He diſappointed. the EXPEc> 
rations.of 1 1 5 Who exuls anfthe hopes of wit: 
neſſing the total burial of the, ecediug jugicatories, 
and of the Banner which” od had gen them, 11 
be diſplayed hetaaſe of t the 22 And, hithertq he 
has continued, from time to time, 23 afford com- 
i fortable evidences, that; Cod is in the of. our 
Jeruſalem, and ſpe ſhall nat e e ea, who 
would have believed it! the work of Coll 20D 
the hands of the Aſſociate Synod, has og 
and prevailed, ſince the breach, more than it 8 
ver did before; not ſthilanding a variety o 
ther impediments that the enemy has been 5 
ted, ſince that time, to throw in its way. — When 
the proteſtation and ſeceſſion was given in to the 
Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, in the 3 year 
1733s the four Reuter Abe Ne that pa- 
per, with their reſpective C tions, — 2 | 
— whale: body of Seceders, Except g'a fewz wh 
were” ſcattered” through dhetem corners. 2 
e ſbeep having da thepbegd;; And, in the 
Lnngh ono blrodt redt 28 Nn v 


„are ' . 


i The Wan 


eee troyture topic plaben the nu. 
pr a6, 6 an rs ern er gr 
rtyirwo%1fs Matin che 
— ag 8 years; they hu ürgvenſptf by 
| es . log preciſely rw foreach. 
> Atl'a mechu 2 ths ven ture the mum. 
of Mhniſters -7% wires ee pg eV onus 
gone tb/the othlef fide} and tie having ta. 
ken Part wiel deither. Aud nos the number of 
letfied Congregations, uderihe Tnſpetion” of the 
« Aritibupgher ir} Britain and frebind, exclu- 
ve of f AhieHca/is one huijdred-and ten; 
ſo*ttiat; in cry fe etnneryzöfſe me Con. 
egatidns Have! ferrled% Wich; at Amel 
Ck bunte te Wort than! fre“ ſot cd | 
This, chenthiities' of ſettled epatiotis, adbe. 
ring to the Tellithottyg his Inercaſed trore rapidly; 
libre thatt K fifth part, Her che breach than 
rel Soiremarkäbly His the Providence f God 
inter poſedꝗ to anſappothr both” the Fears i of thoſe _ 
who were friends to tte Teſtimony, avid the ſan- 
gige hopes of its ereinies, O Loyd," dtp ws he. 
8 th «fame und 'Confeeſron of face; becanſe we 
have fred againſt thee: T the Lord our "God be. 
cer and 'forg Nene ſſes, though we harte re. 
ella 5% dt, Din. 8 69. e, 


"We may I; kewiſe beta, from Kar has een 
ſaid, How en the « outcr that Was Fa ed, 
and "tn 18. dne , by Mente, Abdut a A, 
= 14 ity tion; merely 9 55 the Frotellers 
e Re” 7 fra ns ei vi = 
Ki 110 Pri 174 „ Aer ile continuance 
the 9 Was RA er als ſealonab or pr Wr | 
42 and met 9 t day, in another, "Ly: 15 | 
oppolers | of the Burgeſs. Oath were 257 Nays A leur | 


00 A. 
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majority of the Synod : And it Was only by the 
arts ahuve mentioned, that the other party bad 
ſumetimes can appearance of it. When the act, 

_ condemning the Oath, was paſt, eighteen members 

atquieſced in it j of whom thirteen polinyely-vored, 
for it, in oppoſition to a ſitnple delay; and only, 
ſeven pryteſted againſt it. In the night of the ſe- 
eee were twenty-three, while 


2. 


voters were only twenty. And, when matters 
came, after wards, to ſome kind of ſettlement, 
nineteen: Miniſters continued members of the Anti- 
d eee that of che Burghers con- 
liſted of n ore than twelve. Now, Whether 
the majority of members, adhering to their prin- 
ciples, wwe he left the houſe where they were 
ſitting; or the eee, the back upon 
their principles, and keeping poſſeſſion of the houſe, 
ere the true Aſſociate Sy nod, Let the impar- 
tial judge's allowed, That the majority re- 
miinee in the houſe, on the evening above men- 
tioned twenty eight remained, while only twen- 
ty. four went out. But of thoſe who ſat ſtill, there 
were eight who took no part in the buſineſs that 
occaſioned the rupture; and, of theſe; four after. 
wards. took part with the Synod, in bearing Teſti. 
mony againſt the conduct of the Burgher Brethren. 
Alt is likewiſe allowed, That the ſtep taken by , 
| the Proteſters was extraordinary; but the caſe 
| was extraordinary too; Such as, probably, never 
hanpened in any cobſtitute Church. The minori- 
ty had thrown all into ſuch confuſion, by their dil. 
orderly proceedings, that no opportunity was left 
for the $1504 to adjourn by prayer; but this was 
all that was Wanting to make their adjournment 
regular. The power of the Synod, by resſon of 
the irregular conduct of the minority, had actual 
Hoe F G i | . devolved 


. 6 
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"the. fatal voce was, ppt, and hefore the Proteſters 


Vent out. And, When they, cogld. not. adjourn” 
VVV 
was effected by a, proteſtation of 4uin, to whom, ö 
_ caurle, it belonged 1 a F 
the preſent Moderator geclined to ck. The con- 
Aiturion, therefore, in Mir Gib's houſe, was tv ne 
conſtitution ; but à continuance of the old: A 
the new conllication was really among thofe, who, 
though the minority, pretended th exerciſe the au: 
thority of the, Synod, for burying, the Teſtimony 
that had hitherzo been among their hands.” 
Ne - k e 31 ein Witten 
Moreover, from what has been advanced, we 
aay gather, How [groundlels is all. che rage of our 
- » Brethren, on account of the cenſures that were in- 
* _ MRed\upon them by the Synod,; particularly, on 
account. of the ſentence of Excommunication, palt 
againſt chree of them in Auguſt 1749 and againſt 
| 9 in February 1760. do not pre- 
tend to be without ſeruples, relatiye to that ſtep 
of the Synad's procedure: And, if a poſitive ag- 
| probation of it had been required, as a term of 
_ communion, it is probable, that neither I nor ſome 
. 6 N Brethren had ever been members of Synod, 
= But I am. per ſuaded, that few perſons will be con- 
vinced, that chat ſtep Was wrong, by the arguments 
- Which our Brethren have 8 againſt it. Their 
arguments; proceed, iu a great degree, ſrom niſ- 
taken vie ws of the nature and uſe of that brdi- 
nanc e. They tell us, That . theſe men were not 
the objects of ſuch a cenſure i becauſe they were 
<« g00d men, and uſeful Miniſters of Chriſt,” We, 
charitably, believe, chat they were, good men; 
though God alone kuows, certainly, whether they 
Were or not: Bur, if they were, their ſin was ag- 
2 gravated, 


ö 225 —— Des «lens by ha 99 9 1 


objects 1-cenſiire, hut th 
who; are Kg of 4 7 Borch; and 1 no. adi 
p 1 can be acmirted a member of the Church, 
fl, by, N. credible. profeſſion and anſwerable cor 
:rfatign, * pive. reaſpn to. look. upon Bim 
| wed and within the Covenant of Grack ; 
T erefore,, none but ſuch Rep 250 eſteemed. 
can. he proper Objects of this, or, r d: 
5 meg can the Church.” The: Pe in e. ; 
ſtian ſays. nothing againſt their” being good enn 
as; ĩt has no connec n with theit invilible ſtate . 
bur 0 de them but krom their memberſhiß in 
viſihle Church: hey tell us, That “ the 
by t ing a about which we and our Brethren differe | 
e was only a matter of-doubtfa] diſputation ; ;,and 
could hot amount to a crime deſer vin feet 
« cenſure.” Hut, if every thing is doubt 1 
therefore trivial, chat has been l ſubject of ib 
fation, even among wiſe and learned men, 
is not any ruth, and very few 8 — — 
in the;Bible, that may not be conſidered as mat - 
ters of doubrful. diſputation. —Atcording - to the 
rule laid down by Chriſt himſelf, Matth: xviii. 16, 
1757 18. if I uoderſtand it right, a r | 
ullder this cenſure for an o tice that was; at firſt, - * 
ſs ſmall, that it might have been taken up 2 7 51 
man aud man, without ever coming to the KO 
ledge of the Church: Provided he reſuſe 10 be 
een by more gentle means. © Befides, we re- 
fuſe that their fin was ſmall, or their offence i. 
vial : It has been. proved, That they contended 
ſtrenuouſly for the ſwearing of an 'Oath,” contra. 
dictory to elf —inconſiſtent' with the Oarh of our 
Covenants, containing an abjuration of our Teſtt- 


Wy and 1 48 every 5 being a 
by. G. n def, 


7 2 
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deri in che guitt'o er erjury:* En/thib:rhiey/pevſic- 
For! no leis h our years, bbfore g ſemente 
uns paft upon any of theſn g got oyixſtandinꝑ all the 
ther nieanis that were previouf wet for their re- 
3 5 If ſucht a tir, thus obſtinate h chntinned 
is Itile -or'trivial; What lin id it that hall be 
pe rom great 2. Ag to what they ſay about 
Tuntigtiog chem to damnation,” and delivering chem 
fdul aud body to the devil, —.t would come wich 
Propłiety from the mouth! of à profeſſed Trifidel, 
«hotnoodks/at all:divineFevelation's but from Chri- 
Mals, and Minifteps of che Goſpelz it is perfectly 
W Wat! Prockſtznt ever Had claim ton. 
er of contighing any man to dunnation? How 
-could"any ſuch .'rhing 13 either done or intended, 
Außen Ale exprols deſigu of the ſentence, as men- 
;tioned/ in the wortts of the ſemence irfelf: was, 
| EC. it mignit be ben fr che day of the Lord 
17 tie expreflion' of aelfocting > Satan, for 
r een in of the fleſh, is a literal repetition 
of the words of the Holy Ghoſt;; and, 3 
uganſt that "expreſhon;' whatever" che meanin 
it be. it is not the Aﬀociate Synod, but Me tl 
"Ghoſt; whom: nien blaſpheme. * 1 


"Hence Alſo, we may clearly ſee, What's a haypy 
and Joy ful event it would be, if God, in hie. 
mercy, would beal the breach that bis Jolt 92 
meint has made upon us, by mezns of this utſhallow- 
ed controverly. — The falling away of our Brethren | 
thre; Atened ruin to the Seceſſſon Te eltip6dy ; but 
their Teſtoration 7275 be to t, 14 the oſthe 
Lys the in. Hin 9 — the ſew's will be to the 
2 n peneria 35 e from the dead. Fot ſuch 
n event, 2 us earnellly, feryently, and continual. | 
Fi Tay.” Let us even ſtretch our invention, in A 
| e means, ng e 0 the Word of God, 
65k | 'bringit is 


*. 1 


10 


* 1 


N be Mir Hur geft-Gans ov" 33 
briy g it abaut a And Jet s ſtrain every/nevve | 
in the dikgent coſe N 1 Every 5" 
Tr gerd deen ſuch an event; det us welcome 
with joy; and-imptove With care. And, if theres 
the ſmaheſt appearance; among them on their ac 
-befents, of a diſpoſition to return to the wN 
duty, let us beware of going contraty to dun M. 

ſter's example, by doing any thing tt t has the 
Hallen tendency 9 r fmodking ar. 
Not lobg'ago, this) Preſbytery was much blamed, 
not only by the of the Borgher communion; but 
alſo by man of he people unden our on inſper- 
von, gor rejecting an applentm that was made to 
them, dn beit Gf a ſcheme for/Conleſcencez that 
ws prepoſed in à printed paper, wich was di- 
ferlls through the cw. That paper is un. 
worthy to have been mentioned here; if it was not 
for the unaecountable fermentation that it raiſed 
in the thinds- af the people. The Preſbytery, I 
bb have good reaſon to be ſatisfied. that they 
1 no notice of ſuch a paper; ſuppoling it to 
aye been laid in ſuch a form as that any judieatory 
on earth could have taken a judieial cognizance of 
it; which really was not the caſe. The ſeheme chere 
opoſed was a genuine Re. exhibition of the mourn- 
Ta Ren ofthe th of April 1747: Only with 
this difference, — that, in the firſt edu ion of that re. 
ſolution, it was ſuppoſed competent,—that what 
had already been determined by the Aﬀſociar Sy- 
nod, ſhould, be referred to e and Preſbyte- 
ries, by. the Synod itſelf ; whereas, by this Re-ex- 
hibirjon,! the ſame, fhig 15 18 ferred to EX- 
trajudical b. f ys 17 7 70 reli ries 


he people ee r is 
pulled down : By the vl, 5 alen it anar- 
chy is ſet up in its place,— reg 7 Wen 
MY that paper was drawn up, e er Buegher 
| — 


\ 
: 


4. 7he Ting mee Contriwerly 
|  yor-Antiburghers knew what they, did: And, N. 
doubt. mot, both parties are now aſhamed of i 
On the one hand, I cannot believe that there 500 
mati of our conmanion, who will be diſpoſed-ta 4 
juſtify» a paper,—in Which Burgbers and Anti- 
durghers are put upon a level; being indiſcrimi- 
nately:termed- God's Witneſſes +, and parts 1 the the 
 HAfſdeiate;, Body» A Paper, in which the judicat 
ries, om both ides, àre ſpoken of as having onal 
authority; and in Which every perſon} who, con- 
cured in it, acknowledges ſubjection to both alike, 


zd, insthe matter of petitioning, holds commu. 


nioi with both 7 A paper, in a Word, the nativg 
tendency» of Aich 4s; to perſuade unthinking per- 
ſons;;that! the are really willing to return 
to the vTeſtitnony, and yet we will not receive 
them. On the other had, Their continuancę 
in the Burgher commmion, from the date of 
that petition to the pfreſent day, is a ſure⸗ evi 
dence, that thoſe of that denomination, either 
knew not what they did, or elſe quickly repented 
of it. H they really adhered to the Judicial Act 
and Teſtimony, as firſt emitted by the Aſſociate 
Preſbytery,. to the act. for Renewing our Cove. 
wants, and to the act of February 14th 1744, re- 
lative to the Terms of, Communion, —as in that 
paper they pretended to do; How could they con: 
tinte any longer in communion with a ſociety; 


__ - whole. very conſtitutſon is founded ain oppoſition 


ro cheſe acts, aol ſupponted bx * Had they really 
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+ This 1 to gd et deb uwatiem: iN 

WI NES ES to Antiburgbexs. All Chriſtians are ſo in ſome 

dey pe urghers, it is believed, have more claim to that 
han ſome other Tocieties of C $7 as being 

more faithful in witzeſling — God than they i But, if : 

and. they quite an a level in that reſpect, * 

8 8 n for gur wing, reren fram 127 ot. 


4 
Co 


Nadi 
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* every; ne. of contention ſnould be caft aW² ůõy, 


zu among the reſt the Burgeſs⸗Oach; they hach, 
200 fil * a ready way of 'obtailiing 'a Caleſ- : 


"cence with us, Fer. their” own. part by bg) 
'fo much to. the Late, in ese Voß they re- ing 


ry retide {For 1 am perſgaded, bt do 


effion, in our coinmünidn Will reſbſe de veceire 


| „Heir ibceffion upon cheſe ſerms if their charac- 
rexs are ocherwiſe blameleſs, and dit owed 


competent, . | 59. F/ "ay | JE; 11450 a — 2 0 


But, tough 50 Preſbyckry could give a * | 


tenance to that ſcheme, God forbid chat we Ahould 
be unwilling to fall in with auy meaſure; coniiſtent 


with Truth and Dot), for the reltorativn bfprace 


and union between us and uf h .) rethren Since 
that time, another proſpect has opened, Rat ems 


to bear an appearance a little more hopeful zA 


deſite has been ſiguified, by the body of the Mini 


ſters of that communion, for a converſation with 


the embers of the Aſſociate Synod j with a view, 
if poſſible, to brit g about a re- union. If ſuch a 
defire Mall be perſiſted in, and not de clogged with 
any condition, expreſſed nor implied, that cenders 
it dee I am humbly of opinion, that it 

„by all means, to be granted e And, if ever 
10 A cbvegfatzen. hall take place; let us endes 


ur- 108 manage it in che ſpit it of meekneis an 


Chriſtian charity : Let us not cumt them as ene; 
mies, unwarrantable 2 their condlict has been but 


admoniſn them as brethren: Let all perſornl in. 


juries and offences be for gotte nuit any fuch there 
be: Let us carefully guard agummlt al chat Tuiſcgun, 
aud birterneſs of ſpirit, hat i> io to appeat᷑ 


in all religious diſputes; and has, in Particular, 
been 166 eorfpictions, in the wanngememt of tis 


controverſy Ina word, Let us follow ſuch me- 


* 


Jew! 200 an "Ny 5 oy 


thods 


v- 


* oh 
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_thids as tend to gain, and mot to itritate our Bre- 

| cchten. And; i ſuch methods are effectual to bring 
- ane individual among them back tu the Teſlimom a 
Wich they have, in 3 fad degree; left, a) Sad I 
be gained, worthy of the efforts of the whole, Aſſo- 
cate Synod. If they fail of this end, we Will, at 

| dealt, giye evidence, That we are not of them-thar 
hate peace, as we are repreſented among the ad- 
herengs of that party; nor unwilling do unite with 


* 


them on any ters. 
In one word, From What has been advanced a- 
bove we. may learn, UV on What terms we may 
= warrantably Coaleſce with our Brethren, or rather 
3 be reteixe them back into our mu jon; for 1 am 
1 nat fond of the word Calecener in this caſe; 1 
# | meat bot to deſcend into particulars here. By ſo 
doing, I ſhould take more upon me than belongs 


to any private wember of Synod ; or to any ſub: 
ordinate judicatory under their inſpection: Bux the 
venture to ay. 5 hy PA 448 S 
I truſt we will all be diſpoſed to make à wide 
difference between our own things and the things 
that are Jeſus Chriſt's. We are not at liberty to 
give up to our Brethren—any of the Truths of 
Chriſt ; nor any of the, Duties that his law hath en- 
Joined : But, with cheerfulneſs, let us yield to them 
all that is our own. Our humours,—yea, our cre- 
dit, —our, honour,—and our intereſt, we may, yea 
we ovght, freely lay in the duſt ; if it may be a 
mean of reſtoring the peace of Jer uſalem, or pro- 
moting the intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom. Mat- 
ters of mere form need not be rigorouſſy inſiſted 
on: Such forms, I mean, as have only Church au- 
thority for their warrant; and, in departing from 
which, for the general edification, we tranſgreſs not 


any divine inſtitution.— There is like wiſe a diffe- 


rence 


* 


eee e > _ 

renee between. the matter of - | 

thominndriof-our:conduting; or or m 
IN 


emer the diffrrunce between the 
eng che Sybow's:. re in —.— 
Wilp, who may either Se | 
rae coin — — A poluiye ap 
uch piece anagement 2 
cedure, was never required, as a term of Mipi il by 4 
riat-or:Chriſtian/ Communion amon us: = 
ſee no reaſon why it ever 2 elt 


| gan fair 
_ approve of,evary;ltep 


their Fathers 1 0 c | 
= we ourl {AY A 0 0 a K 
| matters, every man, has. ad oo 


may!be, allewed.to:haye his own, wy 
vided he does not improve. 1 it tat 255 
the peace of the Churgh. -B, with 
vory article of. ur Teftunony, 22 15 is ee | 

that werbe all of one mind, if ever we be of one 
communion: And, to prevent miſtakes ere, 1 
cebnſider, as à part 'of our Teſtimopy,, every att of 

the Aſſociate Preſbytery ar Synod, whether pꝗſt he- 

Here on ſmee the breach, that is "the nature 'of A \ 
Standing Jaw ; ſerving either to cafe certain the dit. 

trine of the Seceſſion- Church, or to. regulate the 
practice, whether: of: inferior judicatories, or. of in- | 
drviduals under the $ynod's inſpection. None of < 
theſe; I waſty/-will.be, found mconliſtent with tie 
Word of God : And, therefore, we mult, not con. 4 
hider our ſeloæs as having power to ge. hem. up. 
Cenſequently,, in every ſlep towards a re-union Wich 

own Brethren, if any ſuch ſtep thall, ever TD, 

the three following things muſh always be ar 
ed imto D Dn5g Meri A 
1 Ahat ewe, drop not amy part of ilat Tel n. 


Wo , ''9 
To 


INIT: 


avhich. ata” the Alloctate, Pre has. „ 


s The — 0 
Synod. before ĩhe diſpute abomt the Hurgeſs. ati! 
commenced. Hence the Judictal Act and Teſtimo- 
yi, according · to the firſt exhibition of ityun the 
| year't736, without akerations or ptet ned cor- 

Tections,— the Act concerning 
Grace, as paſt in the year 19794 -the act for Re- 
ne wing our v Covenants, including the Ac- 
hit grape. of Sing and the Bond, a 

upon im the year 1743, the Dedaration and De- 
fence af the Aſſociate Preſbytery's priutiples, con- 
cer ning the preſent Civil Government, uccalioned 
by Mr Nair u's diſſent, and the act of February 
14th 17.44, concerning} the Terms of Communion, 
Las well as the act contain Declinature, 
given in to the General-Aſlembly:: May 14. 1739 
all theſe muſt ſtill be conſidereti as approved 
Randards of the Seceſhon Church. And our Bre- 
thren cannot be reftored io coimnumion with us, 
but in a Way of declaring their adherenct to theſe; 
and their reſolution to. concur with their Brethren, 
in proſe the original deſign of them all.—If 
they refule this, they ought no longer to impoſe 
upon mankind; by pretending to be Seceders 3 but 
candidly to tell the work, that they ſtand upon a 
differen footing from that upon which-the: Aſſoci- 
ate Synod Was firſt conſtituted. As for us, if we 


the Doctrine of 


entertain a thought of communion with. any man, 


or fer of men on earth, in a way of falling from any 
of theſe ; we, in ſo tar, give up with che ward of 
' Chriſi*s putiences. Aud thereby forfeit all hope of 
being kept by him, in the own of temptation;. when 
| it ſpall-come 10 fry them that duell ontheearth 14) 
„2. That we give not up withia Felhmony agaitit 
 thatuukallowed-Qath, which was the original bone 
of contention in the Sy nod, nor agaiutichedinful 
and i ar conduct of our Brethwengn con- 
ee that Oazh. We havgi feen ale 
9 1. 10 urnful 


1 =>» 4 © 


",a 


4 ' n6drufuliconfequences 
Peſtimoryhidbeermaintained againſt theſes 


_ Hlyerand'thiptyiyears/apo And the ſame conſequen- 
2 ces muſt ſtili entue; at what time ſoever that Teſti. 
mom for the matter of it, is fallen from. Ibe 
act, therefore, by which-the ſu earing of the Bur. 
gels Oah, ee is condemned, muſt be ſub 
nütted to, and executed, as a ſtanding rule of the 
_ Church, enacted by her ſupreme judicatory. Nor 
muſt we admit rhe juſtice or the regularity of either 
of che two reſolutions, of the 8th and gth of at 


+2347; or of the conſtitution of the . ot 


without this, or e e ro this; e '; 


nod, as ſtanding upon theſe; reſolutions 


it miglit auſwer every neceſſary purpoſe, on 1 =; 
head, if our Brethren were in readineſs to give the * 


fame anſwer that we gave to che laſt queſtion that 


was added to the formula, the 15tl of April x. 


ought not to think of a Coaleſcence. atever 
obloquy I may ſuffer on that account, 1 ſtill 
conſider the Spirit of God as ſaying: to Us; in Fela - 
tion to his affair, hat he ſaid to the Prophet Jere. 


mah Jong ago, Let them return” unto'thee; "but Foe wy 


FUR not thou unt9 them, Jer. Xv. 19. e e! 


3. As neither at any paſt period, nor yet at way 
profeds time, do the Aﬀociate Synod conſider hem 
lelves as having finifhed their uſi imony: nd as 
lince the rupture, they have applied d that Teſtimo- 


ny to various things, that had not been under con. | 


{ideration, before; we muſt beware of recedi 
fram any thing of this kind that has been/attained; 
Or admitting to our communion any Who ſet them. / 
felvesinoppoſition thereuntb. For inſtance; There 
is an act of Synod condemning the Conſtable- Out 
an act condemning the Mafombath, an act cor. 
ceruing Arminian errors on the head of Univerſal * 


N and ſeveral other aw; en ae 


L991 U 1 FIX 4 | + H 2 | he” La 


| 8 | N KN. the ROUT AS: 79g : 20 
| would have toilawedyitaje 9 


25 * To conclude,” We could wiſh our Brethren, and 
il 128 A snd bmfon with chem, or with Chriſtians of any o- 


ag; The Tru State of ls bauen, ke 


„ yeur 1747. All theſe we look . many 


branches of reformation attained to ſince that pe- 


4 
|, © ried; To- give up with any of them would amount 
14 


80% looking back. And to hold communion with 
any who are enemies to theſe, while ourſelves ad- 


5 bere to them, would be a friũtleſs attempt to nix 
| 4 lil ironandclay..-We'ktiow who has ſaid, | Behold,.Z 1 


come quickly * hold that faſt which thou haſt, that - 
Nee Reus 16 tt 


5 ih whole world; to know, That, to obtain peace 


ther denomination, we are ready to yield up every 
thing but the Teſtimony of Zeus: With regard to 

| +. th 7 every thing comprehended under it, as we 
Aare not conſeious of having departed from any part 
eee in conſequencè of r Ys unhappy diſpute; % 
. we reſolve; through divine 7 as" 3 t be 


Fe end led armee. e 


F 
May the Lord haſten the * * * will —.— 
do all the fearers of his name ue heart and on 


| 

4 
ws - way. When he will Yee out every one of his 

1 fie ep that has gone attray, and deliuer them aut 

hy in | ¶ all the places where they have.been ſcattered 
b 


| 1 that there SY 
2 2 on FOLD, PAK: aten. e 


